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BEdward Borein

~ Charros in Mission Courtyard
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- Watercolor
14 1/4 x 18 3/4 inches
Signed lower left: Edward Borein

This watercolor is accompanied by a March 6, 1978 letter of
authenticity by noted Edward Borein authority Harold G. Davidson.

> Edward Borein was one of America’s most
well known and respected western etchers
and watercolorists. He has been celebrated
for his commitment to authenticity in his
depictions of the cowboys and Indians of the
southwest. Through his own first hand
experience as a saddle-maker, ranch hand,
and all around cowboy, Borein was able to
capture both intricate physical details as well
as in-depth personalities and characters.

As an aspiring artist Borein studied for a
month at the San Francisco Art Association
in 1891, where he met Maynard Dixon, before
leaving for a job as a cowboy at the Jesus
Maria Rancho in Santa Barbara and then at a
ranch in Malibu. Throughout this time
Borein sketched vigorously and eventually
attracted the eye of the San Francisco Call where he became a staff artist, earning just eight
dollars a week.

In 1904, after traveling with Dixon throughout the west, Borein settled in Oakland and began a
successful career as an illustrator, working for publications such as Harper's, Collier's, Sunset,
Century, and Western World. As his popularity increased Borein found himself in the company of
such greats as Charles M. Russell, Will James, Olaf Seltzer, Carl Oscar Borg, and such western
celebrities as Will Rogers and Leo Carillo.

> Another celebrity, of sorts, who's
attention Borein attracted was Lady
Anne Henrietta Yule. Lady Yule was
a member of the prominent British
colonial family that founded the
Indian trading and manufacturing
company Andrew Yule & Co. Ltd. in
1863 and was very involved in the
development of British film industry
as part owner of the British National
Films Company. From 1934 to 1939,
Lady Yule traveled back and forth
between England and Santa Barbara
on her private cruise ship Nahlin, one
of the largest private ships of the
time and one of the last steam yachts
to be built in the UK.! Over this

period Lady Yule took a particular interest in Borein’s work and purchased a number of his

etchings and watercolors, including Charros in Mission Courtyard, directly from the artist.

As an interesting aside; soon after Lady Yule’s return to England aboard Nahlin in 1936, the
yacht was chartered by King Edward VIII “... for an Adriatic cruise with Mrs. Wallis Simpson,
shortly before he abdicated the Throne of England for “The women I love’.”?

Borein and his wife Lucile eventually became such close friends with Lady Yule that they were
invited to move from their home and studio in La Barranca to her home on El Cielito Road in
Santa Barbara, where she built for the artist a new home and studio.? Charros in Mission
Courtyard may well have been painted in this studio at some point during Lady Yule’s stay in
Santa Barbara.
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