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Frederic Sackrider Remington was born on October 1, 1861, in Canton, New York. From a
very young age, Remington showed artistic inclinations as well as a proficiency in riding.
In 1872, the Remington family moved to Ogdensburg, New York, where Remington was
enrolled in a military academy at the age of fifteen. His fervent desire to become an artist
eventually convinced his parents to enroll him in art classes at Yale University in 1878.
While at Yale Remington also excelled in athletics, becoming the Yale boxing champion
and a member of the football team.

Upon his father’s death in 1880, Remington quit Yale and decided to try to make his living
as an artist, spending the next five years traveling in the West. During this time he
committed himself to the artistic representation of the history, people and traditions of the
"Old West." Remington befriended anyone who would lend him additional insight into his
obsession. He talked to cowboys, saloonkeepers, Indians, soldiers, trappers, and settlers,
including the famed William F. "Buffalo Bill" Cody, who became a good friend.

It is these characters that Remington captures in his 1888 Sketch in a Hudson Bay Company
Trading Store. The scene portrayed here is likely one that Remington stumbled upon
during his 1887 trip to western Canada. The work is unique in comparison to his later
Trading in the Hudson Bay Company’s “Old Store” at Edmonton of 1895, in that the artist
painted a ‘sketch’, or vignette if you will, of everyday frontier life, drawn from his own
experience. In this right, the painting exudes an obvious and unique sense on creative,
artistic, construct. By comparison, the later work, completed some seven years after the
first, is a formulated illustration, possibly based on photograph as well as the 1888
painting, done at the request of Harper’s Monthly editor Caspar W. Whitney.!

The similarities between these two works of art cannot be over looked. Remington
consciously celebrated his earlier work by adapting exact characters for the later painting;
a confident mustached Mounted Police man, a pipe smoking trapper in a fur lined coat,
and a number of indian characters including two in wool trapper style robes, one of which
wears a fur cap. Both paintings, but especially Sketch in a Hudson Bay Company Trading
Store, are excellent examples of Remington’s dedication, if not obsession, with the North
American frontier and the individual characters that embodied it.

During the later part of Remington’s career, he settled in New York City and experienced
steady success as an illustrator for Harper’s Weekly, Harper's Monthly, and many others.
Remington also gained considerable formal success through exhibitions and awards at
some of America’s most important institutions, including the National Academy of Design.
In 1888, the year he painted Sketch in a Hudson Bay Company Trading Store, Remington won
both the prestigious Hallgarten Prize and the Clark Prize from the National Academy.
Eventually he amassed enough wealth to purchase a home and studio in New Rochelle,
NY, where he housed his collection of western artifacts. The work that Remington
produced in this studio continued to drive his popularity as one of America’s most
respected western painters for the remainder of his life and well into the future.

Provenance:
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