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CARrL Runaius

A COLLECTION OF ETCHINGS

The Thomas Nygard Gallery is pleased to present “Carl Rungius: A Collection of Etchings”. The show
includes 9 of the renown wildlife painters most important dry point etchings. These etchings have, over the
years, become synonymous with both Carl Rungius’ sophisticated artwork and the magnificent animals and

habitats that he was committed to portraying during his lifetime, 1869-1959).

Celebrated as the nations best big game wildlife painter, Carl Rungius’ works are immortalized in museums
and private collections throughout North America, including the National Museum of Wildlife Art in
Jackson, WY and the Glenbow Museum in Calgary, Canada. The exhibit is accompanied by a number of
short essays examining various topics pertaining to his work; subjects, basics of drypoint etching, design

techniques, and general biography.

The Thomas Nygard Gallery is one of the premier Western American Art galleries in the United States.
Located at 135 East Main Street in downtown Bozeman, the gallery has on offer both historical and
contemporary American art, often of museum quality, by artists ranging from John Mix Stanley (1814-1872) to
Clyde Aspevig (b. 1951). The gallery is always interested and willing to purchase individual works or entire
collections, For more information about specific works, or for details of other works that we have on hand,

but are not included here, please visit www.nygardgallery.com or email me at tom.n@nygardgallery.com

Tvan
Drypoint Etching
8 x 11 inches

On May 24, 1903 the well-known sporting artist Belmore Browne, also the father of
sporting artist George Browne, shot a sow Grizzly bear while hunting near Port Moller
Bay, Alaska. Finding the sow’s cub, Browne wrapped it in a blanket and returned with it
to New York City. The bear cub was dubbed “Ivan” and given to the New York
Zoological Park who, in 1920, boasted; “our star is old Ivan, the largest carnivorous

animal in captivity.”1

It was this mature grizzly cub that Carl Rungius immortalized in his oil painting Ivan, a

gift to the New York Zoological Society, and in this etching of the same name.

1 William T. Hornaday, “The Great Brown Bears of Alaska,” The Boy Scouts Year Book (1920): 128
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